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Greek & Roman Pantheon for Initiates and Members 
 of  

Circulos Tenebris Matrem Arcanas  
Circle of the Dark and Mysterious Mother 

 

 
 
 
Greek Pantheon 

 
Greek mythology is the body of myths originally told by the ancient Greeks. These stories concern the 
origin and the nature of the world, the lives and activities of deities, heroes, and mythological creatures, 
and the origins and significance of the ancient Greeks' own cult and ritual practices. Modern scholars 
study the myths in an attempt to shed light on the religious and political institutions of ancient Greece 
and its civilization, and to gain understanding of the nature of myth-making itself. 
 
The Greek myths were initially propagated in an oral-poetic tradition most likely by Minoan and 
Mycenaean singers starting in the 18th century BC; eventually the myths of the heroes of the Trojan War 
and its aftermath became part of the oral tradition of Homer's epic poems, the Iliad and the Odyssey. 
Two poems by Homer's near contemporary Hesiod, the Theogony and the Works and Days, contain 
accounts of the genesis of the world, the succession of divine rulers, the succession of human ages, the 
origin of human woes, and the origin of sacrificial practices. Myths are also preserved in the Homeric 
Hymns, in fragments of epic poems of the Epic Cycle, in lyric poems, in the works of the tragedians and 
comedians of the fifth century BC, in writings of scholars and poets of the Hellenistic Age, and in texts 
from the time of the Roman Empire by writers such as Plutarch and Pausanias. 
 
Roman Pantheon 

 
Roman mythology is the body of traditional stories pertaining to ancient Rome's legendary origins and 
religious system, as represented in the literature and visual arts of the Romans. "Roman mythology" may 
also refer to the modern study of these representations, and to the subject matter as represented in the 
literature and art of other cultures in any period. 
 
The Romans usually treated their traditional narratives as historical, even when these have miraculous 
or supernatural elements. The stories are often concerned with politics and morality, and how an 
individual's personal integrity relates to his or her responsibility to the community or Roman state. 

https://www.circulos-matrem.com/?fbclid=IwAR2soGXzjEq-YkIZMwDgqSr461NRGZ2qNtvxJxfW1m02scRkOHN_6SGFDOk
https://www.circulos-matrem.com/?fbclid=IwAR2soGXzjEq-YkIZMwDgqSr461NRGZ2qNtvxJxfW1m02scRkOHN_6SGFDOk
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Heroism was an important theme. When the stories illuminate Roman religious practices, they are more 
concerned with ritual, augury, and institutions than with theology or cosmogony. 
 
The study of Roman religion and myth is complicated by the early influence of Greek religion on the 
Italian peninsula during Rome's protohistory, and by the later artistic imitation of Greek literary models 
by Roman authors. In matters of theology, the Romans were curiously eager to identify their own gods 
with those of the Greeks (interpretatio graeca), and to reinterpret stories about Greek deities under the 
names of their Roman counterparts. Rome's early myths and legends also have a dynamic relationship 
with Etruscan religion, less documented than that of the Greeks. 
 

Greek Roman Image Functions and attributes 

Zeus Jupiter 

 

King of the gods and ruler of Mount Olympus; god 
of the sky, lightning, thunder, law, order and justice. 
Youngest child of the Titans Cronus and Rhea. 
Symbols include the thunderbolt, eagle, oak tree, 
lion, scepter, and scales. Brother and husband of 
Hera, although he had many lovers, also brother of 
Poseidon, Hades, Demeter, and Hestia. 

Hera Juno 

 

Queen of the gods and the goddess of marriage, 
women, childbirth and family. Symbols include the 
peacock, cuckoo, and cow. Youngest daughter of 
Cronus and Rhea. Wife and sister of Zeus. Being 
the goddess of marriage, she frequently tried to get 
revenge on Zeus' lovers and their children. 

Poseidon Neptune 

 

God of the seas, water, storms, hurricanes, 
earthquakes and horses. Symbols include the 
horse, bull, dolphin, and trident. Middle son of 
Cronus and Rhea. Brother of Zeus and Hades. 
Married to the Nereid Amphitrite, although, like 
most male Greek gods, he had many lovers. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jupiter_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Olympus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juno_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poseidon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neptune_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nereid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphitrite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jupiter_Smyrna_Louvre_Ma13.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hera_Campana_Louvre_Ma2283.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:0036MAN_Poseidon.jpg
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Demeter Ceres 

 

Goddess of the harvest, fertility, agriculture, nature 
and the seasons. Who presided over grains and 
the fertility of the earth. Symbols include the poppy, 
wheat, torch, cornucopia, and pig. Middle daughter 
of Cronus and Rhea. Also, the lover of Zeus and 
Poseidon, and the mother of Persephone. 

Athena Minerva 

 

Goddess of wisdom, knowledge, reason, intelligent 
activity, literature, handicrafts, science, defense and 
strategic warfare. Symbols include the owl and the 
olive tree. Daughter of Zeus and the Oceanid Metis, 
she rose from her father's head fully grown and in 
full battle armor. 

Apollo/ 
Apollon Apollo 

 

God of light, the sun, prophecy, philosophy, truth, 
inspiration, poetry, music, arts, medicine, healing, 
and plague. Symbols include the sun, lyre, swan, 
and mouse. Son of Zeus and Leto, and twin brother 
of Artemis. 

Artemis Diana 

 

Goddess of the hunt, the wilderness, virginity, the 
moon, archery, childbirth, protection and plague. 
Symbols include the moon, horse, deer, hound, 
she-bear, snake, cypress tree, and bow and arrow. 
Daughter of Zeus and Leto and twin sister of Apollo. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demeter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceres_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fertility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athena
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minerva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oceanid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metis_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oracle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artemis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diana_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Demeter_Altemps_Inv8546.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mattei_Athena_Louvre_Ma530_n2.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Apollo_of_the_Belvedere.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Diane_de_Versailles_Leochares.jpg
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Ares Mars 

 

God of war, violence, bloodshed and manly virtues. 
Symbols include the boar, serpent, dog, vulture, 
spear, and shield. Son of Zeus and Hera, all the 
other gods despised him. His Latin name, Mars, 
gave us the word "martial." 

Aphrodite Venus 

 

Goddess of love, pleasure, passion, procreation, 
fertility, beauty and desire. Symbols include the 
dove, bird, apple, bee, swan, myrtle, and rose. 
Daughter of Zeus and the Oceanid Dione, or 
perhaps born from the sea foam after Uranus' 
semen dripped into the sea after being castrated by 
his youngest son, Cronus, who then threw his 
father's genitals into the sea. Married to 
Hephaestus, although she had many adulterous 
affairs, most notably with Ares. Her name gave us 
the word "aphrodisiac", while her Latin name, 
Venus, gave us the word "venereal". 

Hephaestus Vulcan 

 

Master blacksmith and craftsman of the gods; god 
of the forge, craftsmanship, invention, fire and 
volcanoes. Symbols include fire, anvil, axe, donkey, 
hammer, tongs, and quail. Son of Hera, either by 
Zeus or alone. Married to Aphrodite, though unlike 
most divine husbands, he was rarely ever 
licentious. His Latin name, Vulcan, gave us the 
word "volcano." 

Hermes Mercury 

 

Messenger of the gods; god of travel, commerce, 
communication, borders, eloquence, diplomacy, 
thieves and games. Symbols include 
the caduceus (staff entwined with two snakes), 
winged sandals and cap, stork, and tortoise (whose 
shell he used to invent the lyre). Son of Zeus and 
the nymph Maia. The second-youngest Olympian, 
just older than Dionysus. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ares
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mars_(mythology)
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/martial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aphrodite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venus_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uranus_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cronus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aphrodisiac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venereal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hephaestus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulcan_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercury_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caduceus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ares_Canope_Villa_Adriana_b.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NAMA_Aphrodite_Syracuse.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Vulcan_Coustou_Louvre_MR1814.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hermes_Ingenui_Pio-Clementino_Inv544.jpg
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Hestia Vesta 

 

Goddess of the hearth, fire and of the right ordering 
of domesticity and the family; she was born into the 
first Olympian generation and was one of the 
original twelve Olympians. Some lists of the Twelve 
Olympians omit her in favor of Dionysus, but the 
speculation that she gave her throne to him in order 
to keep the peace seems to be modern invention. 
She is the first child of Cronus and Rhea, eldest 
sister of Hades, Demeter, Poseidon, Hera, and 
Zeus. 

Dionysus(or 
Bacchus) Bacchus 

 

God of wine, the grape vine, fertility, festivity, 
ecstasy, madness and resurrection. Patron god of 
the art of theatre. Symbols include the grapevine, 
ivy, cup, tiger, panther, leopard, dolphin, goat, and 
pinecone. Son of Zeus and the mortal Theban 
princess Semele. Married to the Cretan 
princess Ariadne. The youngest Olympian god, as 
well as the only one to have a mortal mother. 

Hades Dis Pater, 
Orcus 

 

God of death and the underworld.  Hades obtained 
his wife and queen, Persephone, through abduction 
at the behest of Zeus. This myth is the most 
important one Hades takes part in; it also 
connected the Eleusinian Mysteries with the 
Olympian pantheon, particularly as represented in 
the Homeric Hymn to Demeter, which is the oldest 
story of the abduction, most likely dating back to the 
beginning of the 6th century BC 

Persephone 
(or Kor) 

Proserpina 
(or 
Proserpine) 

 

Mistress of the underworld.  Persephone was 
commonly worshipped along with Demeter and with 
the same mysteries. To her alone were dedicated 
the mysteries celebrated at Athens in the month 
of Anthesterion. In Classical Greek art, Persephone 
is invariably portrayed robed, often carrying 
a sheaf of grain. She may appear as a mystical 
divinity with a scepter and a little box, but she was 
mostly represented in the process of being carried 
off by Hades. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hestia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vesta_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dionysus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacchus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacchus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semele
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ariadne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthesterion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_in_ancient_Greece
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/sheaf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hades_(mythology)
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Hecate (or 
Hekate) 

Hecate (or 
Trivia) 

 

Goddess in ancient Greek religion and mythology, 
most often shown holding a pair of torches or a key 
and in later periods depicted in triple form. She was 
variously associated with crossroads, entrance-
ways, light, magic, witchcraft, knowledge of herbs 
and poisonous plants, ghosts, necromancy, and 
sorcery. She appears in the Homeric Hymn to 
Demeter and in Hesiod's Theogony, where she is 
promoted strongly as a great goddess. The place of 
origin of her following is uncertain, but it is thought 
that she had popular followings in Thrace. 

Eris Discordia 

 

Greek goddess of strife and discord. Her name is 
the equivalent of Latin Discordia, which means 
"discord". Eris' Greek opposite is Harmonia, whose 
Latin counterpart is Concordia. Homer equated her 
with the war-goddess Enyo, whose Roman 
counterpart is Bellona. The dwarf planet Eris is 
named after the goddess. 

Nyx Nox 

 

Greek goddess (or personification) of the night. A 
shadowy figure, Nyx stood at or near the beginning 
of creation and mothered other personified deities 
such as Hypnos (Sleep) and Thanatos (Death), with 
Erebus (Darkness). Her appearances are sparse in 
surviving mythology but reveal her as a figure of 
such exceptional power and beauty that she is 
feared by Zeus himself. 

Nike Victoria 

 

In ancient Greek religion, Nike ( Ancient Greek: 
Νίκη, "Victory") was a goddess who personified 
victory. Her Roman equivalent was Victoria. 
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Thanatos 
Thanatus (or 
Mors, 
Letum) 

 

"Death", from "to die, be dying" was the 
personification of death. He was a minor figure in 
Greek mythology, often referred to but rarely 
appearing in person. 

His name is transliterated in Latin as Thanatus, but 
his equivalent in Roman mythology is Mors or 
Letum 

Erebos n/a 

 

Erebos "deep darkness, shadow" or "covered", was 
often conceived as a primordial deity, representing 
the personification of darkness; for instance, 
Hesiod's Theogony identifies him as one of the first 
five beings in existence, born of Chaos 

Circe Circe 

 

A goddess of magic or sometimes a nymph, witch, 
enchantress or sorceress in Greek mythology. By 
most accounts, she was the daughter of the Titan 
sun god Helios, and Perse, one of the three 
thousand Oceanid nymphs. Her brothers were 
Aeëtes, keeper of the Golden Fleece, and Perses. 
Her sister was Pasiphaë, the wife of King Minos 
and mother of the Minotaur. Other accounts make 
her the daughter of Hecate, the goddess of 
witchcraft. Circe was renowned for her vast 
knowledge of potions and herbs. Through the use 
of these and a magic wand or staff, she 
transformed her enemies, or those who offended 
her, into wild beasts. 

Arachne Arachne 

 

Talented mortal weaver who challenged Athena, 
goddess of wisdom and crafts, to a weaving 
contest; this hubris resulted in her being 
transformed into a spider. There are many versions 
of the story's weaving contest, with each saying that 
one or the other won. 



8  

Cybele Magna 
Mater 

 

assimilated to aspects of the Earth-goddess Gaia, 
her Minoan equivalent Rhea, and the harvest–
mother goddess Demeter. Some city-states, notably 
Athens, evoked her as a protector, but her most 
celebrated Greek rites and processions show her 
as an essentially foreign, exotic mystery-goddess 
who arrives in a lion-drawn chariot to the 
accompaniment of wild music, wine, and a 
disorderly, ecstatic following. Many of her Greek 
cults included rites to a divine Phrygian castrate 
shepherd-consort Attis, who was probably a Greek 
invention. In Greece, Cybele is associated with 
mountains, town and city walls, fertile nature, and 
wild animals, especially lions. 

In Rome, Cybele was known as Magna Mater 
("Great Mother"). The Roman state adopted and 
developed a particular form of her cult after the 
Sibylline oracle recommended her conscription as a 
key religious ally in Rome's second war against 
Carthage. Roman mythographers reinvented her as 
a Trojan goddess, and thus an ancestral goddess of 
the Roman people by way of the Trojan prince 
Aeneas.  

Rhea 
Magna 
Mater (or 
Ops) 

 

Titaness daughter of the earth goddess Gaia and 
the sky god Uranus as well as sister and wife to 
Cronus. In early traditions, she is known as "the 
mother of gods" and therefore is strongly 
associated with Gaia and Cybele, who have similar 
functions. The classical Greeks saw her as the 
mother of the Olympian gods and goddesses, but 
not as an Olympian goddess in her own right. The 
Romans identified her with Magna Mater (their form 
of Cybele), and the Goddess Ops. 

Gaia Terra 

 

The personification of the Earth and one of the 
Greek primordial deities. Gaia is the ancestral 
mother of all life: the primal Mother Earth goddess. 
She is the immediate parent of Uranus (the sky), 
from whose sexual union she bore the Titans 
(themselves parents of many of the Olympian gods) 
and the Giants, and of Pontus (the sea), from 
whose union she bore the primordial sea gods. Her 
equivalent in the Roman pantheon was Terra, 
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*This is not meant to be an exhaustive list of Greek and Roman deities but a sampling.  Further research 
can be done to find out more about each deity or others in the Greek/Roman Pantheon. 
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